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Consequently, if the Solitaire of Bourbon (Réunion), and the 
Didus herberti of Schlegel be left in the genus Apferornis, the 
Oiseau bleu as well as the Poule rouge au bee de Bécasse of Cauche 
should be separated from it, and the generic name of Aphana- 
pteryx, proposed by Herr von Frauenfeld, ought to be kept for 
the last species. But, on the other hand, it is plain that Aphana- 
plerya imperialis (Plate VII.) is nothing else than the bird figured 
in Van den Broecke’s voyage (fig.1), to which Prof. Schlegel has 
given the name Didus broeckii; and this cannot give rise to any 
contradiction, since the learned Director of the Museum at Leyden 
has distinguished this species from those which had a straight 
instead of a curved bill. The specific designation proposed by 
Prof. Schlegel ought then, according to the law of priority, to 
take the place of that which has been more recently given, and 
Aphanapteryx imperialis should bear the name of APHANAPTERYX 
BROECKII. 

This bird, by the side of Ocydromus, holds the place which 
that occupies by the side of the Rails; and these relations are 
of the same nature as those which exist between Porphyrio and 
Notornis; and it belongs undoubtedly to the family Ralide 
—conclusions which the study of its external characters would 
not have allowed to be established. 


EXPLANATION OF THE WOODCUTS. 


Fig. 1, p. 258, a copy in fac-simile of Van den Broecke’s figure. 


2, 9 ” ” Herbert's figure. 

8, p. 261, lower mandible from Mauritius, upper view. 
4, ” ” on side view. 
5, p. 265, tarso-metatarsus from Mauritius, front view. 
6, ” A 6 s outer view. 
7, p. 268, tibia from Mauritius, front view. 

8, A z s inner view. 


XXIV.—On the Kingfishers of South Africa. 
By R. B. SHARPE. 


Tue present paper is written chiefly with the view of correcting 
a few errors which have found a place in Mr. Layard’s ‘ Birds 
of South Africa? The different criticisms upon, and reviews of, 
this work which have appeared have not touched particularly on 
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the synonymy of the South-African Kingfishers ; and I therefore 
beg leave to contribute a few lines on the subject of these 
interesting birds. It will be, I am sure, the aim of every orni- 
thologist to assist Mr. Layard in making the second edition of 
his work (which it is to be hoped that the success of the first 
edition will soon render necessary) as perfect as possible ; and as 
the book gets better and better known, a great many of the 
mistakes in synonymy, unavoidable chiefly from the small 
amount of bibliographical material at the author’s command, 
will be set right. I trust therefore that, with this object in 
view, my paper may prove a not unworthy supplement to Mr. 
Gurney’s excellent commentary, which has already appeared in 
‘The Ibis;’ but I cannot conclude these introductory remarks 
without expressing my obligations to my friend Dr. Otto Finsch, 
of Bremen, who has very kindly favoured me with a proof-sheet 
of the account of the Alcedinide in the forthcoming work on 
East-African Ornithology by Dr. Hartlaub and himself; and 
on his recent visit to England he examined, with me, several 
difficult questions connected with African Kingfishers, which we 
now hope to have finally settled. His intimate acquaintance 
with the Ornithology of the Ethiopian region has been of the 
utmost service to me. 

The numbers prefixed to the names of the species in the pre- 
sent paper are those of Mr. Layard’s book, as I have thought it 
best to refer to the various species in the order employed by him, 
while I endeavour to correct the mistakes in the observations I 
make on each bird. 


98. HALCYON SENEGALENSIS. 

This species has been inserted by Mr. Layard on the authority 
of specimens procured by Mr. Ayres on the Monocusi River 
in Natal (Ibis, 1865, p. 265). But as Mr. Gurney has al- 
ready shown (Ibis, 1868, p. 265), the original notice is not 
properly referable to H. senegalensis, but to H. cyanoleuca (Vieill. 
Nouv. Dict. xix. p. 401, 1818), a species I had the pleasure of 
rediscovering by means of this very bird, which was kindly lent 
me by the Rev. H. B. Tristram, towhom Mr. Gurney had given 
it. 
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99. HALCYON SENEGALOIDES, A. Smith, S. Afr. Q. Journ. ii. 
p. 144. 

This is also the Halcyon irrorata of Reichenbach, a name 
generally employed by the Continental purists. 


100. Hatcyon swarnsont, A. Smith, S. Afr. Q. Journ. p. 
148. 

Mr. Layard, having quoted the Alcedo semicarulea of Gmelin 
as a synonym of the present bird, ought certainly to have given 
that name to the species in preference to Sir Andrew Smith’s, 
which was published fifty years after. Neither is Gmelin (1788) 
the first authority for the name, as it is the 4. semicerulea of 


Forskal (Descr. An. p. 2, 1775). 


101. HALCYON FUSCICAPILLA (Lafresn. Mag. de Zool. 1838, 
pl. 18). 

This species is the Martin-pécheur de lisle de Luçon of Son- 
nerat (Voy. Nouv. Guin. p. 65, pl. 31) = Alcedo albiventris of 
Scopoli (Flor. et Faun. Insubr. ii. p. 90). There can be no 
doubt as to the correctness of this identification, for which 
we are indebted to Professor Schlegel (Mus. P.-B. Alcedines, 
p. 81). 


102. Harcyon srTRIOLATA (Licht. Verz. Doubl. p. 12). 

The South-African race of this species, to which the Natal 
bird quoted by Mr. Layard on M. Jules Verreaux’s authority is 
doubtless referable, is the Halcyon damarensis of Strickland 
(Contr. Orn. 1852, p. 153), which, however, cannot be considered 
more than a large race of the West-African form. Mr. J. H. 
Gurney lately forwarded for my inspection a specimen of this 
bird which he had received from the district of the river Lim- 
popo, and at the same time he very kindly transmitted a speci- 
men of H. damarensis sent by Andersson from Damara Land. 
After a careful study I came to the conclusion that both these 
birds were referable to the same species; and as Mr. Gurney 
has given them to me, I am able to subjoin their measurements, 
along with those of some other specimens* from various localities. 


* The first six of these are in my own collection, the seventh in that of 
Mr. Monteiro. 
N.S.— VOL. V. U 
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Now from the before-mentioned proof-sheet of Drs. Hartlaub 
and Finsch, I find that their conclusions are the same as my own, 
namely, that although the South-African birds are larger than 
those from Western Africa and Abyssinia, still there are no 
points to justify a specific difference. Mr. Strickland separated 
the Damara-land bird solely on account of its larger size; but 
the plumage does not differ from that of specimens from West or 
South-east Africa. I should mention that Abyssinian specimens, 
H. chelicuti (Stanley), seem always to be fulvous-yellow beneath, 
and the stripes on the breast more distinct, though smaller. I 
had always considered the marks on the breast to indicate im- 
maturity; but I have examined a considerable number of speci- 
mens from Abyssinia and North-eastern Africa, and they have 
all been in the above-mentioned state of plumage. It is reason- 
able to suppose that some at least of these birds were adult, so 
that I think it probable that the examination of a series of 
specimens from this locality would tend to prove their specific 
distinctness from their more southern representatives. If this 
should prove to be the case, the name H. chelicutensis which 
Drs. Hartlaub and Finsch propose as an improved reading for 
H. chelicuti, should be retained for the North-east African 
species. The West-African bird may be called either H. striolata, 
(licht.) or H. variegata (Vieill.), both of these names having 
been published in 1823; and I prefer employing that given 
by Lichtenstein, as the striped plumage is peculiar to the small 
section of the genus Halcyon including the present species along 
with H. albiventris (Scop.) and H. orientalis, Peters. H. dama- 
rensis should only be considered a larger race of H. striolata. 
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As, however, the evidence of the specific distinctness of the 
Abyssinian and West-African birds is not yet entirely satisfac- 
tory, I prefer uniting them as one species under the oldest 
name H. chelicuti. 


103. Hatcyon cyanortis, Swains. B. W. Afr. ii. p. 108. 

This is not a Halcyon, but a West-African species of Ispidina, 
viz. Ispidina picta (Bodd. 1783), which specific name of course 
takes precedence over Swainson’s, that not having been published 
till 1837. 

Mr. Layard follows the example of other ornithologists in 
referring “ Alcyone coronata, Smith,” to this species. I have 
hunted diligently to find where this specific name was published, 
but have not yet succeeded in discovering it. Sir Andrew 
Smith never remembers publishing such a name, but has most 
kindly promised to look into the matter for me. I would sug- 
gest, however, that this synonym is intended to refer to Alcedo 
quadribrachys, which Sir Andrew remembers noticing in Natal, 
as that bird much resembles the Australian Alcyone in general 
appearance. 


104. Hatcyon cIınEREIFRONS (Vieill. N. Dict. xix. p. 403). 

This being the Alcedo malimbica of Shaw (1811), his specific 
name should be used instead of Vieillot’s (1818). It is indeed 
quoted by Mr. Layard as referable to the species; but I suppose 
he had not the works of the two authors at hand to determine 
the question of priority. 


105. ALCEDO SEMITORQUATA, Swains. Zool. Ill. pl. 151. 

This species seems to be by no means rare in South Africa, 
and is also found, but more sparingly, in Abyssinia and West 
Africa. I have a beautiful pair in my collection from the 
Orange River. 


106. Aucepo cristata, Linn. S. N. i. p. 178. 

Although it seems tolerably certain that the Ispida philippensis 
cristata of Brisson* is referable to the Madagascar Corythornis, 
and not to that of the African continent, yet it can by no means 
be safely determined that the Alcedo cristata of Linneus refers 


* Vide Pucheran, Rev. Zool. 1861, pp. 387-341. 
u2 
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to the same bird, although he quotes Brisson’s species as iden- 
tical. Dr. Finsch has carefully collated the synonymy for his and 
Dr. Hartlaub’s forthcoming work on the Ornithology of Eastern 
Africa ; and he agrees with me that, as we can never settle the 
question with absolute certainty, it will be more to the interest of 
science to keep the two species under the names by which they 
have been generally known, viz. Corythornis vintsioides for the 
bird, and C. cristata for the Continental*. 

With regard to the Alcedo cyanostigma of Rüppell (N. Wir- 
belth. Taf. 24), Dr. Finsch was inclined to regard it as a good 
species ; but on examining the large series of specimens in my 
collection, he agreed that my determination was right, and that 
Riippell’s species is nothing more than the young of C. cristata. 
In order to be sure on this point I wrote to Frankfort to request 
the loan of the type-specimen, to enable me to decide the 
question once and for ever; but I regret that my application did 
not meet with success. I further regret this circumstance as 
this is the only case in which I have met with a refusal from 
any Museum, public or private, in England or abroad, to furnish 
me with a sight of any specimens that I required for the purpose 
of my work. In the absence of a personal view, I must consider 
Riippell’s bird to be identical with specimens from other parts 
of Africa, although I should like to see more Abyssinian speci- 
mens. I have however no doubt that this determination, in 
which Dr. Finsch entirely concurs, will prove to be perfectly 
correct. 

As in the case of H. chelicutensis, specimens of C. cristata 
from South Africa are larger than those from West Africa and 
Abyssinia, but do not present any difference in plumage. I 
subjoin the measurements of several specimens} from different 
localities, but I cannot discover any characters sufficient to 
justify the separation of the South-African bird as a distinct 
species. 


* [Dr. Pucheran (loc. cit.) is of the contrary opinion.—Ep. ] 
+ The first, fifth, and sixth of these are in Mr. Gould’s collection, the 
fourth in Mr. Monteiro’s, the others in my own. 
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Mr. Gould’s specimen from the White Nile has no tail and 
no tip to its beak, so that I have been obliged to measure it as 
best I could. In the measurements given in the present paper, 
I should state that all the birds are in skin, and also that the 
claw is not included in the length of the middle toe. 


107. ALCEDO quaprispracHys, Bonap. Consp. Av. i. p. 158. 

This beautiful Kingfisher was named guadribrachys in contrast 
to the Alcyone azurea (A. tribrachys, Shaw) of Australia, to 
which it bears at first sight some resemblance. The African 
bird, however, may at once be distinguished by its rich cobalt- 
blue back and by its having four toes, whereas Alcyone azurea 
has only three, and the back is of a uniform azure. To my 
mind, however, the African species bears a close affinity to the 
Malayan Alcedo asiatica of Swainson (A. meninting of Horsfield), 
and in an arrangement of the genus Alcedo these two species 
must be placed in close proximity. The shortér beak and more 
distinct cobalt-blue bars on the head are some of the characters 
that separate A. asiatica from A. quadribrachys. 


108. ALCEDO NATALENSIS, A. Smith, S. Afr. Q. Journ. no. v. 
p. 14. 

This is an Jspidina, and distinct from the J. picta of West 
Africa and Abyssinia, from which it may at once be distin- 
guished by a bright blue spot on the side of the neck. Other 
differences are its slightly shorter and broader bill, and the 
extremely rich ultramarine of the back. Synonyms of J. nata- 
lensis are I. nitida of Kaup and Alcedo picturata of Schlegel. I 
have examined the type-specimen of Dr. Kaup’s J. nitidu, 
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which is a young bird in the British Museum ; and this iden- 
tification is very satisfactory, as no one had hitherto been able 
to identify this species. Dr. Finsch, to whom I had the 
pleasure of introducing the present bird, which he had never 
before seen, very kindly compared a specimen I gave him from 
Natal with Prof. Schlegel’s type of A. picturata, and has written 
to inform me that it is identical with Z. natalensis. 

The species has not been recognized by any previous writer. 
Sir Andrew Smith does not seem to have noticed any difference 
between it and any other species of Ispidina, nor does he notice 
the blue spot on the side of the neck, which is the chief distin- 
guishing characteristic of the bird. Mr. Layard has apparently 
never seen the species at all, and the descriptions of neither 
Prof. Schlegel nor Dr. Kaup are particularly accurate. 


109. CeryLe maxima (Pall. Spic. Zool. vi. p. 14). 

As will be seen by a reference to the synonymy of this bird 
given in my work, the name guttata of Boddacrt (1783) must 
givé way to the older one of Pallas (1769) *. 


110. CerYLE RUDIS (Linn. S. N. i. p. 181). 

I do not believe that any good specific characters can be 
found to separate the different races of this bird as distinct 
species. At present I can only discover a slight difference in 
size in specimens from various localities. 


The following is a list of the Kingfishers of the Ethiopian 
Region, the full synonymy of which will be given in my 
€ Monograph of the Alcedinide.’ 


1. Halcyon cyanoleuca (Viel.). Afr. occ, et merid. 
senegalensis (Zinn.). Afr. oce. et Abyss. 

. —— malimbica (Shaw). Afr. oce. et merid. 

dryas, Hartl. Afr. oce. 

senegaloides, Smith. Natal. 

semicærulea (Forsk.). Reg. tota Æthiop. 
erythrogastra (Temm.). Ins, “St. Jago” dicta. 
albiventris (Scop.). Afr. merid. 

orientalis, Peters. Afr. orient. 


iJ) 
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* Vide supra, p. 72. 
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10. Halcyon chelicutensis (Stan/.). Reg. tota Æthiop. 
OG badia, Verr. Afr. oce. 
12. Ispidina picta (Bodd.). Afr. oce. et Abyss. 


13. natalensis (Smith). Afr. euraustr. 

14, —— lecontii, Cass. Afr. occ. 

15. leucogastra (Fras.). Afr. oce. 

16. — ruficeps, Hartl. Afr. occ. 

I7. madagascariensis (Linn.). Ins. Madag. 


18. Corythornis cristata (Linn.). Reg. tota Æthiop. 
19. cæruleocephala (Gm.). Afr. oce. et Abyss. 
20. vintsioides (Eyd. § Gerv.). Ins. Madag. 

21. Alcedo quadribrachys, Bonap. Afr. oce. et merid. 
22, semitorquata, Swains. Reg. tota Æthiop. 
23. Ceryle maxima (Pall.). Reg. tota Æthiop. 

24. rudis (Linn.). Reg. tota Æthiop. 


Of these twenty-four species, twenty-three are peculiar to the 


Ethiopian Region. 


XXV.—Second List of Birds collected, during the Survey of 


the Straits of Magellan, by Dr. Cunningham. By P. L. 
Scrater, M.A., Ph.D., F.R.S., and Osspert SALVIN, 
MPAT E CSMEZS. 


Dr. CunnincHam has already* given us a very interesting 
account of his proceedings in connection with the expedition 
for the survey of Magellan Straits, in the antarctic summer of 
1867-68. The bird-skins obtained on this occasion having been 
submitted to our examination by Prof. Newton, we beg leave to 
present to the readers of ‘The Ibis’ the following list of them :— 


1. Curæus aterrimus (Mittl.)........ Cape Negro ...... Nov. 29, 1867. 
2. Cinclodes patagonicus (Gm.) ....Ancud, Chiloe ..May 23, 1868. 

3. Hylactes tarnii, King ........00. Halt BAY ee nin oi April 21, 1868. 
4, Aneeretes parulus (A7til.)........ Sandy Point ....May 1867. 

A Eustephanus galeritus ( Mol.) .. ! Gloen a April 4, 1868. 

7. Ceryle stellata, Meyen .......... Port Otway ...... April 16, 1868. 
8. Picus lignarius, Mol. ..... Pean noe OF 1K) eoe May 1868. 

9. Colaptes pitius (Mol.) .......... Eaa eee esac June 8, 1868. 


* Ibis, 1868, p. 486. 


